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CAROL PAULOWSKY, 1956
CAMELLIA QUEEN, PRESENTING
CROWN TO SHARON BRYANT,
1957 QUEEN
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b CAMELLIA JUDGES AT THE AWARDS TABLE WHERE THE TOP WINNERS ARE DISPLAYED.
F WINNERS RECEIVE SILVER AND CRYSTAL — AND EVEN TO THIS DAY, WINNERS WILL

TAKE HOME A NICE PIECE OF CRYSTAL FOR THEIR FLOWER EFFORTS.

DESCANSO (GARDENS

Celebrating the Camellia

By BRENDA REES

amellias have been an integral
‘ part of Descanso Gardens

since founder E. Manchester
Boddy first planted the showy flow-
ers in 1935. Boddy’s nursery provided
camellia plants to the public and his
plantation supplied blooms to the cut-
flower industry which helped make
camellias the blossoms of choice for
corsages worn by fashionable ladies
of the era.

Even after Boddy sold the prop-
erty to the County of Los Angeles in
1953, camellias were still a high pri-
ority for the La Cafiada botanical

20 THE QUARTERLY MAGAZINE ® WINTER 2009

garden.

In fact, in the 1950s and 60s, Des-
canso celebrated its extensive
camellia collection with elaborate
pageantry, society shows, a “Queen
of Camellialand” contest and crowd-
ed walks through the famed winter-
blooming flower forests.

“When Descanso was first owned
by the County of Los Angeles in the
early 1950s, the focus was really on
the floral festivals working with the
local garden communities on festi-
vals that highlighted camellias and
roses,” says Robin Sease, Manager of

PHOTOS COURTESY OF DESCANSO GARDENS
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