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The Woman
Behind the
Busmess

One of the rest url..*‘. naustry’s few e wm > eXecCs, 1r g
and h' nusband ><r anded a single Pasadena ¢ _Jl“f / IN xml
rHTu“*-* od chain Panda Restaurant C .rr:-L;,:':-_

BRENDA REES

+ SHE'S DEALT WITH BERILLIANT SCIENTIFIC MINDS, HIGH-PROFILE CORPORATE TYPES
AND INDUSTRY LEADERS, BUT PEGGY TSIANG CHERNG. CO-CHAIR OF THE R BASE

A MNDA R AURAMNT GRY P (PRC), HAS HER OWRN IDEAS OMN WHO TOF EOFLE

E P
ADMIRE" LIST. // “STAY-AT-HOME MOMS,” SAYS THE CHINESE IMMIGRANT FROM HER ROSEMEA
OFFICE. “THESE MOTHERS DEVOTE 100 PERCENT OF THEIR TIME TO THEIR DREAM OF FAM
THEY ARE FOLLOWING THEIR PASSION AND IT IS HARD WORK, BUT IT'S THEIR DREAM." H

E FROM A WOMAMN—AND MOTHER—WHO KNOWS A THING OR TWO ABCOUT PASSION ANI

DREAMS, /f AS ONE OF THE FEW FEMALE CHIEF EXECUTIVES IN THE RESTAURANT BIZ, PEC
HAS SHEPHERDED PRC FROM A SMALL FAMILY BUSIMNESS TO THE NATION'S LARGEST CHAIN
HINESE FAST-FOOD RESTAURANTS, TOCETHER WITH HUSBAND ANDREW, THE COUPLI
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Irecdustry nsiclers are at a boss as 1o b
PR has thrived in a highly competitnve mar
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nercent chance of survival, Plus, Chimes
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af burgers and Fries. Ever try eating orang
chicken while driving in the car
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thie comperny s revenues to %2 hillion by 2o

and continue to provide J stimuibating working
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|'-'u|||< can excel by their invn o
your give them encouragemenl ind respect,” she
savs. W give our II||"|"I'-I LS T appsartumn
ties 1o exeeed and do well”

Indeed, that humanistic |l||.|lml|-|ﬁ. has
fostered longevity in PRG emplovees. Pegpy
ratthes off associates whi have been with 1 i

company for 1o, 2o, and even 3o years

) 1
atives 1o stav at PR are plenty: The
COMMPAny Pavs i Lo »2 more an hsuar than

t-fooed chains, all 15 -.'III|‘-|"'-I'-.'-

ich includes prart-Lmors F can rartc. it in
hosnius PrOsrams, i ndd promwsion From within is
strongly encouraged. In fact, PROGS current se
nior vice president of hield operations, Eugend
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alsn reprosent:

e Thamn Just steady cmphoyment with a
mice office view. It's part of ber journey, which
avrss Lhe Pacile Cloean

Baised in Burma amd kater Hong Kong

Pewoy studied mathematics at a small universi
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University, where Popey gradusted with a so
Cnce dherree in ||-|-||.||l| athematics. She Later
received a masters in computer ST and
s disctorate in electrical crwineerimg from the
L miversity of NVissouri
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Fressh Trom collese in i, Pesey

Anddrew miarried and settled @ 1 Pasadena
where Pegay put her anars barain to work @
MelDonnell Douglas and later Comial-30M

svstems ladder
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Irew wars noodling a new idea with his

[ather, o master chel back i China
I'he two wondered il Westerners wiould
embrace eoolc gourrmet cusine, bnogra, faat hae

ndd son e hased the old Pie King

shop on Foothill Boulesard i Pasadena an
openesd the hirst Panda Inn

LR vesars U due happily grew ther
heisiness-—while Peepy found the demanids of
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velopment and | didn’t Enow when it was time

to go home,” she sivs. "] have the [Merson ality
that wants to stay tntil evervthing was don

ndl e rigehit

Soon, the Cherne clan was expanding
P
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w steaddled a hectic working mom’s Jifie:
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1 bver organizational nature, Peggy
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svstieims in the erosving restaurant chain

chugl
thesir ivvn [rassn Fven thoueh the girls went
through PRCs managenient training program,
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Currently, Andrea is an attormey Micil
studies Lamily coumseding at 1 ler Theokoeical
Seminary, and Michelle is a thind-grade pulslic
schoal teacher

{ wer the vears, Peeey held numerous titles
including cxecutive vice pn sidlen wesicdent
ind CECY. In 2004, she assumed co-chair
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Last vear, Panda Cares gave away

million 1o nonprali UPEATRAE NS Wi
Recipients are such childrens health and
educational organiatons as the € hildrens
Micwcle Metwork and the City of Hope

In the end, Pegs

thee day take place when shes out of the ol e
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| have seen penple gromy so much since they
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|their jobs| they have been able to supypport Lhweir
Farmilies and make a combortable living

makes me very proud and truly happy” &
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